Clinical social work in the care of Parkinson's disease: role, functions, and opportunities in integrated health care.
Healthcare reform, including the focus on chronic illness, the growing role of neuroscience, the emphasis on collaborative interprofessional care, and more recently, on integrated medical and behavioral healthcare, have important implications for social work education and practice. Parkinson's disease, a chronic neurodegenerative illness exemplifying these trends, is an area in which social workers are increasingly involved. This paper provides (1) an overview of Parkinson's disease and its complexity, (2) a summary of role and functions identified in a survey of health social workers working with Parkinson's disease and/or neurology, and (3) education and practice recommendations for the social work profession.